ROMAN CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT ATTITUDES
The Church of Rome had long striven for a reunion with the eastern Churches. At the time of the Crusades union had been achieved with the Maronites but even that was tenuous and the more general effect of the crusading armies in the Levant had been to make western Christianity detestable. Nevertheless, over the centuries sporadic overtures continued to be made by Rome. The results were seldom enduring. Gibbon described the representatives of the eastern Churches on whom union was briefly imposed after the Council of A number of practices and beliefs continued to recommend the oriental Churches to the Protestants. Besides the rejection of Papal supremacy there was the marriage of priests, the denial of purgatory, the rejection of auricular
